The Dayton Foundation

Summer 2016

GoodNews

		

Creating a Foundation for Success
Program Offers “Promise” for County Preschoolers

programs and tuition assistance for an estimated 600 to 800 four-year-old children in
northwest Dayton and Kettering, thanks
to funding from The Dayton Foundation,
Montgomery County and others.

Inside

“Preschool Promise is about
offering quality preschool and
having a tuition-assistance
model in place to support our
parents.”
– Robyn Lightcap, director, ReadySetSoar

Preschool Promise is a critical, early education element of L2ED that was launched
as a small pilot in the Kettering City School
District in the 2014-2015 school year. At
the request of the Montgomery County
Commissioners, a steering committee, cochaired by Debbie Feldman, president and
CEO of Dayton Children’s Hospital, and Dave
Melin, Dayton Regional president for PNC
Financial Services Group, put together recommendations for an expanded Preschool
Promise model. The goal is to double the
number of four-year-olds who attend a highquality preschool – from 35 percent of children
enrolled to 70 percent enrolled – by 2025.
To reach its goal, a 25-member advisory
board co-chaired by Montgomery County
Commissioner Debbie Lieberman and
Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley, and staffed by
Robyn Lightcap, director of ReadySetSoar
that oversees Preschool Promise, is focusing on three essential pillars. These include
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oday’s children are tomorrow’s workforce. But are they being prepared for
success?
Increasing evidence indicates that children who attend high-quality preschool enter
kindergarten with better pre-reading skills,
as well as social and behavior-management
skills. Yet two-thirds of the roughly 6,500
Montgomery County children who begin
kindergarten each year are not fully prepared
to start school. As a result, too many students are held back, teachers struggle to help
students catch up and schools spend more
money on costly interventions.
“The most powerful predictor of later
life achievement is early education,” said
Tom Lasley, executive director of Learn to

Preschool Promise aims to offer affordable,
high-quality preschool to all Montgomery
County families, helping to ensure that children
start school on track for educational success.

Earn Dayton (L2ED), the community-wide,
cradle-to-career education and workforce initiative. “If we want our children’s future and
the intellectual capital in our community to
improve, we must enhance the kindergarten
readiness of our children.”
Area leaders in education, industry and
government are one step closer to ensuring
that all Montgomery County children have
the option of attending an affordable, highquality preschool when the Montgomery
County Preschool Promise demonstration
model launches this fall. The model will
provide quality improvement for preschool

continued on page 2 »
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Page 7

Grants in Action

Grant Helps Women “Build Strength in
Mind and Body”

E
Best Party in
Dayton

« Jaimee Maier-Francis and her daughter, Julia,
practice lunges as part of Jaimee’s training
program through Maple Tree Cancer Alliance.

Photo: Patrick Michael
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ach week Jaimee Maier-Francis and her
personal trainer meet for a one-hour
workout session. They warm up by taking a
walk around the block followed by a series
of exercises, such as lunges, squat jumps and
wall sits.
Jaimee isn’t training for a marathon or
even a 5K. She’s strengthening her body for
the fight of her life. Diagnosed in September
2014, she’s fighting to conquer breast cancer.
With the help of Maple Tree Cancer Alliance,
a nonprofit organization that helps improve
the quality of life for individuals with cancer,
Jaimee feels that in some ways she is in
better physical condition now than before
her diagnosis.
“After my first surgery, I couldn’t lift my

young daughter for several weeks. This was
upsetting to me,” Jaimee said. “This training
is making me stronger. Thanks to Maple Tree,
I had more energy going into the chemotherapy treatments and felt stronger during and
after. It’s made such a difference.”
Jaimee learned about Maple Tree after
attending a breast cancer class at Kettering
Medical Center. Because Maple Tree provides
their services free of charge, she jumped at
the chance.
“I’ve always wanted a trainer, and now I
continued on page 2 »
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Promise
continued

“Investing in
the lives of
our youngest
learners is
vital to our
community’s
future
success.”
– Montgomery
County
Commissioner
Debbie Lieberman

educating parents and the community about
the importance of preschool; expanding
the availability of high-quality preschools
(as measured by the Step Up To Quality
star-rating system administered by the Ohio
Department of Education and the Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services); and
assisting families in finding and paying for
preschool.
“It’s not just about offering preschool.
Preschool Promise is about offering quality
preschool and having a tuition-assistance
model in place to support our parents,”
Robyn Lightcap said. “Our ultimate goal is
to secure sustainable funding to take the
program county-wide by 2018 or 2019.”
Of the currently 84 star-rated preschools
in Montgomery County, less than half are
designated high quality (defined as three
to five stars in the rating system) with
well-trained teachers and effective curricula.
But having access to good quality preschools
is just part of the issue.
“Parents have told us they simply cannot afford it,” Robyn said. “Full-time preschool costs around $8,000 to $12,000 a
year, and working families that earn more
than $31,000 aren’t eligible for state financial
assistance. It’s the lower-middle and middleincome families that need our help.”
The demonstration model will build on
lessons learned from the smaller pilot program and allow Robyn and the Committee to
test all three pillars at once.
According to Tom Lasley, preschool
initiatives taking place in cities across the
country, including Denver, Boston, Tulsa and
San Francisco, have provided key learnings.
However “we are on the leading edge for
finding solutions that will make our students
and tomorrow’s workforce more successful.”
The Dayton Foundation, which adopted
Learn to Earn Dayton as a leadership initiative and awarded a three-year, $300,000 grant
in 2013, is continuing its commitment with
a $200,000 grant towards the demonstration
model.
“This bold initiative holds tremendous
opportunity for our community, and we are
honored to join with the other funders to

could get one for free!”
Strength Jaimee said. “I wanted
to focus on the positives
continued
and take advantage of
any services that were offered to me.”
Maple Tree offers free nutritional and
fitness services to individuals with cancer,
thanks in part to grants like the one awarded
last May from the Paula J. MacIlwaine Award:
Women Making a Difference fund. The
fund was created in 1990 in honor of Paula
MacIlwaine’s longtime impact on Greater
Dayton and groundbreaking work as the first
female Montgomery County Commissioner
from 1976 to 1991, as well as her volunteer
work. She served on The Dayton Foundation’s
Governing Board from 1994 to 2004, among
other organizations, and currently is a member of the Board of Trustees for Sinclair
Community College.
“We are so thankful to receive funding
from the Paula J. MacIlwaine Award: Women
Making a Difference fund,” said Dr. Karen
Wonders, founder and director of Maple
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Through the Preschool Promise demonstration model, 600 to 800 four-year-old children will
receive tuition assistance to attend high-quality preschools in the 2016-2017 school year.

work towards ensuring bright futures for the
children in our community,” said Michael
Parks, president of The Dayton Foundation.
Montgomery County Commissioners
voted last December to commit $1.4 million to the project, with other significant
gifts provided by CareSource Foundation,
City of Dayton, City of Kettering, Dayton
Public Schools, Kettering City Schools, Larry
Connor and the Connor Group Kids &
Community Partners, and Mike and Peggie
McQuiston.
“Investing in the lives of our youngest
learners is vital to our community’s future
success,” Commissioner Lieberman said.
“We must invest in the beginning to build a
strong foundation so all of our children can
be successful in their educational journey
and future careers. I believe this is one of the
best long-term investments we can make.”
While this incredibly complex endeavor
includes significant hurdles, it’s not without
hope, according to Robyn Lightcap.
“Improving child outcomes is a very
heavy lift. Our children come with lots of
different challenges, and preschool is not a
magic bullet,” she said. “We want to make

The Maple Tree Cancer Alliance’s certified
clinical cancer exercise specialists design
personalized rehabilitation programs for
women, from diagnosis through remission.

Tree Cancer Alliance. “The $1,500 grant was
enough to cover the cost of all exercise and
nutrition services for three patients for an
entire year.”
The fund awards grants to women or
women’s organizations, such as Maple Tree,
that have demonstrated unusual foresight
or creativity in improving the quality of life
in the community. Paula MacIlwaine, in her
own right, has developed many innovative
ideas to help citizens in the Dayton Region.
“The mission of Maple Tree fits perfectly

“The mission
of Maple
Tree fits
perfectly
with the
fund’s
purpose,
as they are
making a
difference
in so many
lives.”
– Paula MacIlwaine,
Dayton Foundation
donor

sure their preschool experiences are doing
everything possible to give our children the
best start in life, but it’s also going to take the
support of families, schools and the community to make this work. Preschool Promise
is absolutely critical to our children’s success
and the economic vitality of our region.” ❧
Early Skills Matter
❧ Children who attend preschool score about
		 10 percent better on Ohio’s Kindergarten
		 Readiness Assessment.
❧ Ninety-six percent of children who scored
		 well on their Kindergarten Readiness
		 Assessment went on to be proficient readers
		 in third grade.
❧ Students who read proficiently by the end
		 of third grade are more likely to succeed 		
		 academically, graduate from high school 		
		 and become successful, productive adults.
		 Some studies have indicated a lifetime
		 earnings increase of 6 to 15 percent for 		
		 children from low-income families.
(Source: Learn to Earn Dayton)

More about Preschool
Promise is featured in a video
at daytonfoundation.org/
videos.

with the fund’s purpose, as they are making a difference in so many lives,” Paula
MacIlwaine said. “I am delighted that this
money will help so many women in our
community. Stories like Jaimee’s make it all
worthwhile.”
An added benefit for Jaimee is having the
trainer come to her home. Her three children,
Cooper, Hudson and Julia, see their mother
getting stronger. Three-year-old Julia often
can be seen trailing behind her mom, making
her best attempt at lunges or picking up the
weights to try a bicep curl.
“Exercise during this journey has helped
me release stress, build strength in mind and
body, and gain mobility. It’s one small thing
you can control,” Jaimee said. “And my kids
can watch me do it.
“Cancer is not a death sentence. My new
life motto is, ‘Straight Ahead, Don’t Know,’”
she continued. “Focus on today and it doesn’t
seem as overwhelming. It makes life much
less stressful and more enjoyable.” ❧
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Wright Factory Site Poised to Revitalize West
Dayton, Preserve Aviators’ Legacy

Photo: Wright State University

F

rom Hawthorn Hill to Huffman Prairie,
many area residents are familiar with
the local historical sites associated with the
Wright Brothers and their breakthroughs in
aviation. A site less well known but just as
significant is the Wright Factory Unit in West
Dayton. Constructed in 1910 and 1911 by
Orville and Wilbur Wright, the buildings were
home to the Wright Company, the world’s
first commercial airplane manufacturer, producing 120 aircraft between 1910 and 1915.
“This factory is where aviation history
began,” said Tony Sculimbrene, executive director of National Aviation Heritage
Alliance (NAHA). “It’s one of the reasons that
the U.S. became the global power it is today.”
For many years, the historic buildings
were hidden among 1.2-million square feet
of modern industrial buildings at the 54-acre
former Home Avenue General Motors/
Delphi manufacturing facility. When the
plant closed in 2008, NAHA and other supporters acted quickly to develop the Dayton
Aviation Heritage Redevelopment Project,
which includes a plan to restore and preserve the original factory buildings. As a
result, Congress passed a law in 2009 to add
the 20-acre parcel that houses the Wright
Factory to the National Park Service’s Dayton
Aviation Heritage National Historical Park.
Turning the factory into a public attraction
presents unique opportunities to redevelop
the accompanying land and remaining structures. Plans for the Dayton Aviation Heritage
Redevelopment Project also include a business park for aerospace technology companies, and the Dayton Metro Library recently
announced it will build a new $10 million
branch at the site. While the National Park
Service estimates restoration of the historic
buildings to be complete in five to seven
years, NAHA anticipates the renovation of
a third building, which will house a newly

“Dayton will
be known for
the Wright
Factory....
This is an
opportunity
to save a
historical site
of which we
can all be
proud.”
– Tim Gaffney,
director of
Communications,
National Aviation
Heritage Alliance

Production workers assemble airplanes at the Wright Factory in 1911.

constructed replica of the Wright B Flyer
and other aviation heritage artifacts, to be
complete in 2017.
“This project is going to transform West
Third Street and Dayton,” Tony Sculimbrene
said. “Just the sheer size of the site and its
potential for redevelopment is amazing.”
Demolition and remediation of the Delphi
facilities were completed in 2014, thanks to
a $3 million Clean Ohio Fund grant received
by the City of Dayton and Home Avenue
Redevelopment LLC, the developer working
with NAHA on the project. NAHA’s goal now
is to raise funds to acquire the Wright Factory
parcel from Home Avenue Redevelopment

so that the restoration work by the National
Park Service can begin.
NAHA is halfway to its $4 million fundraising goal, thanks in part to grants from
The Dayton Foundation and other support,
including a recent $1 million grant from the
State of Ohio and a $500,000 commitment
from the City of Dayton. More than $175,000
in grants have been awarded from Dayton
Foundation funds to support the project,
including a $50,000 discretionary grant and
significant grants from the Harry A. Toulmin,
Jr., and Virginia B. Toulmin Fund and the
continued on page 5 »
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Centerville-Washington History received a
Greenlight Grant for its History on the Go
program.

grants to 19 nonprofits. Greenlight Grants,
the Foundation’s new competitive funding
program, provide quick, small grants for
special projects, program expansions, capital
improvements or capacity building.
Projects receiving funding included purchasing coats, hats and gloves for military
veterans in need, horse riding saddles and
tack to accommodate children with special
needs, and commercial-grade laundry appliances for use at a homeless shelter. For more
information about Greenlight Grants and a
complete list of the grant awards, see page 6.

Nonprofits Given the “Greenlight,”
Thanks to a New Grants Program

Foundation Wins Regional Awards for
Outstanding Public Relations Activities

After receiving an overwhelming response
from area nonprofit organizations applying
for the first two cycles of Greenlight Grants,
The Dayton Foundation awarded $59,777 in

The Dayton Chapter of the Public Relations
Society of America (PRSA) recently recognized The Dayton Foundation for excellence
in public relations activities. The Foundation
earned two Awards of Merit for its publica-

The deadline
for the next
Greenlight
Grants cycle
is September
1, 2016.
Visit dayton
foundation
.org/
greenlight
grants.html
for more
information.

tions – the 2014-15 Annual Report to the
Community, “We are...,” and Good News, the
Foundation’s general newsletter. The Foundation also received a PRism award, PRSA’s
top honor, for its social media campaign,
#SpreadtheGood.
Sign Up for Dayton Foundation
E-Newsletters

Do you like the convenience of receiving
newsletters on your computer or mobile
device? To access the latest Foundation news
and information right at your fingertips, visit
www.daytonfoundation.org/maillist.html to
sign up for our monthly e-newsletter, Good
News Snapshot, as well as electronic versions
of Good News and Futures.
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter
and LinkedIn, too! ❧
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Donors and organizations
establish funds to help others

E

stablishing a strong foundation for our community’s
future is a vision shared by
donors who have endowment
funds at The Dayton Foundation. The following funds are
some of the new endowments
established by donors in
recent months to support their
special charitable causes, now
and in the future.
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Endowments
Dilip A. Soni Restorative
Justice Fund provides sup-

married for 50 years before
Michael’s passing in 2014.

port for programs or initiatives intended to reestablish
relationships within the community.
Valley View Local Schools
Funds benefits students of

Valley View Local Schools by
awarding grants for activities
that enhance their learning,
including scholarships for
higher education.

Scotty Harmon

Agricultural Park
and Event Center of
Montgomery County
Fund supports efforts to

create and sustain a new agricultural park and event center
in Montgomery County.
Charles S. Allyn, Jr.,
Foundation Fund awards

grants in the donor’s name
to further health, education,
youth and local historical
causes in Greater Dayton.

Scott Harman Foundation

honors the life of Scott “Scotty”
Harman, a 2010 Oakwood
High School graduate and an
Ohio State University student,
by awarding grants to nonprofit organizations. Scotty’s
love of music and passion for
life and sports endeared him
to those around him before his
sudden passing in 2012.
Jefferson Township Alumni
Association Endowed
Scholarship Fund* helps

graduating Jefferson Township
High School students achieve
higher education by awarding
scholarships to two- or fouryear colleges, universities or
technical schools.
Edward G. and Ruth A.
Mack Endowment Fund

Steffen Brown

Steffen Brown Foundation
Designated Fund provides

income to six area nonprofit
organizations and educational
institutions, including The
Dayton Foundation and the
University of Dayton.
CARE Walk Fund supports
nonprofit organizations that
focus on healthcare, education
and awareness for local underserved and uninsured breast
cancer survivors/thrivers and
their families. Donations to
the fund are primarily raised
by CARE Walk, an annual 5K
breast cancer community walk
in Oakwood organized by a
team of volunteers.
Cleary Family Fund sup-

ports the charitable interests
of Drs. Barbara and Michael
Cleary by awarding grants to
nonprofit organizations. Former owners and founders of
PQ Systems, the Clearys were

supports the Oakwood Historical Society, a nonprofit organization that preserves and
promotes the stories, artifacts
and environment that make
the City of Oakwood, Ohio,
unique.

Wayman Chapel A.M.E. Church

Wayman Chapel A.M.E.
Church Fund* benefits this

Dayton church with annual
income. Founded in 1833,
Wayman Chapel is the oldest
African Methodist Episcopal
Church in the region.

Stivers School for the Arts

table interests of the donor by
awarding grants to nonprofit
organizations.

nessman and photographer,
was established as a charitable
remainder trust for his daughter, Georgianna, who passed
away in 2015 at age 90.
David and Mary Miller
Fund fulfills the charitable

intents of the donors by dispersing grants to nonprofit

*African-American Community Fund

David and Mary Miller

organizations. David T. Miller,
retired vice president of Finance and chief financial
officer of Dayton Children’s
Hospital, is a member of The
Dayton Foundation’s Governing Board.
Carol and Joseph Nealon
Fund provides annual income

William Malone Fund pro-

motes the art and profession
of photography by awarding
grants to Stivers School for the
Arts. The fund, in memory of
William Malone, a local busiGeorgianna Malone
CARE Walk

Sara E. Woodhull Charitable Fund furthers the chari-

to the Dayton Right to Life
Foundation for The Stork’s
Nest Baby Pantry, where
young mothers and other
clients in need receive emergency supplies necessary to
care for their infants.
Kenneth Quinter Family
Conservatory of the Arts
Scholarship awards tuition

grants to select Alter High
School students who have
dedicated passion, time and
energy to visual or performing
arts and wish to further develop their talents in high school
and beyond.
S and H Family Fund awards

grants to nonprofit organizations, particularly those that
support educational causes,
as directed by the donors.

The following funds recently
were established by individuals who took advantage of
the IRA Charitable Rollover,
a permanent part of the tax
code that allows individuals
of a certain age to transfer up
to $100,000 from their IRA
to a qualified public charity,
tax-free.
Virginia and John Jauch Fund
for Catholic Community
Foundation for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Virginia and John Jauch Fund
for Catholic Social Services of
Miami Valley
Virginia and John Jauch Fund
for St. Charles Borromeo
Church
Virginia and John Jauch Fund
for St. Vincent Hotel
Virginia and John Jauch Fund
for Womanline of Dayton
Virginia and John Jauch Fund
for Archbishop Alter High
School
David and Doris Ponitz Fund
for Dayton Performing Arts
Alliance
David and Doris Ponitz
Fund for Sinclair Community
College Foundation
To find out if this charitable
giving option may work
for you, please contact Joe
Baldasare at jbaldasare@
daytonfoundation.org or
(937) 225-9954.
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From the President

Believing in the Next Generation of Donors

G

members who have served in the military,
iving USA, which tracks and reports
18-year-old Alter High School Senior Lauren
annually on giving activity in the
Ledford decided to create a Wounded
nation, announced last month that overall
Warrior Club through her school. “I thought
charitable giving was up over 4 percent in
this club would be a great way to say thanks
2015 compared to 2014, with a record dollar
to our troops and get students involved in
amount of $373.25 billion. While figures for
helping others,” Lauren told us.
The Dayton Foundation’s fiscal year ending
Through bake sales, making and selling
June 30 won’t be announced until this fall, we
rosaries, and collecting donations, Lauren and
can continue to say with confidence that our
her team raised $230, which she presented at
donors are some of the most generous and
the games to Lt Gen (ret.) Richard VanFleet
caring in the nation, as 231 new charitable
Reynolds, chair of the Dayton VA Fisher
funds were opened. This is the second highHouse fundraising Support Committee.
est number of new funds established in one
Said Lt Gen Reynolds, “Lauren’s donation
year in the Foundation’s 95-year history.
was truly an extraordinary act of kindness
Always on the horizon, however, are the
and generosity towards our veterans. All of
questions who will be the donors of tomorrow, and will they be ready to take the reins in us were deeply touched and tremendously
proud of her and her classmates.”
leading giving.
There have been other examples of youth
We’ve seen numerous examples in recent
generosity through The Dayton Foundation
years of young adults crowdfunding and
over the years, including several years ago
using social media to bring attention to their
by then-Stivers School for the Arts student
favorite causes. While the way people of
Trey Melvin. Motivated by a desire to help
all ages choose to give continues to evolve,
others and to prove that
the reasons they give still
youth can make a differhave the element of heart
involved. I was reminded
ence, Trey wanted to raise
of this recently at the
funds for The Dayton
Wounded Warrior Amputee
Foundation’s work to
Softball Team games at
help children and famiWright State University
lies in need. Like Lauren,
benefitting the Fisher
his effort was not a class
House at Dayton VA Fund.
project, but a personal
The fund was established at
goal to make a differThe Dayton Foundation to Lauren Ledford and the Wounded
ence in his hometown.
Warriors
Softball
Team
help bring a compassionate
Following weeks of sellcare house for our military members and veting his self-produced newsletter, baked goods
and T-shirts, he raised $1,100. Trey’s determierans receiving treatment at the Dayton VA
Medical Center.
nation inspired the Foundation’s Governing
Inspired by generations of family
Board to add $2,900 to make a $4,000 gift,

Factory
continued

“This project
is going to
transform
West Third
Street and
Dayton.”
– Tony Sculimbrene,
executive director,
National Aviation
Heritage Alliance

Wright Family Foundation.
“When The Dayton Foundation is
involved, it’s like the Good Housekeeping Seal
of Approval,” Tony Sculimbrene said. “People
realize the authenticity of your project
because the Foundation is behind it. It’s been
exceptionally helpful in getting more funds.”
Though closed to the public, the Wright
Factory already has generated interest
through its once-a-month private tours.
Academy Award-winning actor Tom Hanks
and best-selling author David McCullough
also visited the site, which showcases renderings of future plans and historical photos of
the factory. One photo captures the factory’s
unique spirit of innovation with a horse and
buggy parked outside one of the buildings.
“It seems funny that someone drove
a horse and buggy to work where he built
airplanes,” said Tim Gaffney, director of
Communications for NAHA and author
of The Dayton Flight Factory: The Wright
Brothers & the Birth of Aviation. “There is so
much history here; a lot of pioneer aviators
were in those buildings.”
There is still much support needed to
help the project reach its full potential.
Supporters are excited about the possibilities this could mean for the area and for the
Wright Brothers’ legacy.

Michael M. Parks

“While the
way people
of all ages
choose
to give
continues
to evolve,
the reasons
they give
still have
the element
of heart
involved.”

which Trey presented to the Salvation Army
for the Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community
Center that serves hundreds of thousands of
families.
Trey said at the time, “I don’t need to wait
until I’m older. I want to do something to
help my community now.”
I’m optimistic about the future of giving.
Examples like Lauren and Trey give us all
hope that the leaders of tomorrow will be in
a good position to hold the future of philanthropy in their hands. But what can we, as
parents or grandparents, do to help lead the
future of giving?
Many of our donors have taken steps to
involve their children in giving from a family fund, whether it’s advising a current fund
or naming them as successor advisors. Some
donors have opened and funded Charitable
Checking Accounts as an alternative gift for
a special occasion or during the holidays. If
one of these ideas interests you, give us a call.
We’re happy to help create a plan that works
for you, and ensures your family’s charitable
legacy and the causes closest to your heart
are supported.
SM

2016 Meeting Celebration

I hope you will join us for our 2016 Meeting
Celebration at the Schuster Performing Arts
Center on Thursday, September 22. Look for
more information on page 8 in this newsletter
and for your invitation in the mail soon. It’s
an event you won’t want to miss. ❧

Michael M. Parks
President

Plans for the historical Wright Factory site in West Dayton include a visitor’s center that will recreate
the world’s first airplane manufacturing company.

“The Wright Factory is the birthplace of the aviation industry, and when
it’s fully restored as an integral site of our
National Park, visitors will be able to see
how America’s first airplanes were built and
assembled by Dayton men and women,” said
Amanda Wright Lane, great-grandniece of
Orville and Wilbur Wright and an advisor to
the Wright Family Foundation. “Our community was and is home to the single most

advanced technology in the nation at the turn
of the twentieth century.”
Tim Gaffney added, “Dayton will be
known for the Wright Factory one way or
another. We will be known for saving it, or
we will be known for letting an important
piece of history go by the wayside. This is an
opportunity to save a historical site of which
we can all be proud.” ❧
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Recent discretionary grants help
build a better community

I

n the first half of 2016,
The Dayton Foundation
awarded nearly $18 million
in grants from donor funds
to a wide variety of charitable
organizations in Greater Dayton and beyond. A portion
of this amount was awarded
through the Foundation’s
discretionary grants program,
made possible by donors who
have provided unrestricted or
lightly restricted funds. These
funds enable the Foundation
to act on opportunities for
the community and address
pressing needs throughout
the region.
In June, the Foundation
awarded $272,975 in discretionary grants that were
approved by the Foundation’s
Governing Board to assist
Greater Dayton charities. This
amount includes a grant that
will be announced at a later
date. Additionally, grants totaling $59,777 were awarded in
March and June through the
Foundation’s new Greenlight
Grants program to benefit area
nonprofits.
Aviation Heritage
Foundation ($50,000) to

assist in acquiring the historic
Wright Factory site to develop
a center for aviation heritage,
tourism and aerospace
innovation.

ton’s inner east neighborhoods
to grow their own food.

Grants

Greenlight Grant Awards
Blue Star Mothers of
America – Miami Valley
Chapter #3 ($2,000) to
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery

Dayton Society of
Natural History ($50,000)

to assist in refurbishing and
upgrading the Boonshoft
Museum of Discovery’s exhibits and adding a new STEM
education/multipurpose wing.
The Foodbank ($48,185)

to aid in building a drive-thru
market to make affordable
produce more accessible for
area residents.

help purchase coats, hats and
gloves for military veterans
in need.
Bradford Ohio Railroad
Museum ($2,000) to assist

with promoting rail and heritage tourism and leveraging
additional funding from the
State of Ohio.
The Brunner Literacy
Center ($7,500) to begin lit-

eracy services at two Catholic
Social Services locations.
Centerville-Washington
History ($2,000) to create

History on the Go learning
modules.
Community Action Partnership of the Greater
Dayton Area ($2,500) to

assist with building repairs.
Homefull, Inc.

Therapeutic Riding Institute

low-income senior citizens
with wills and advanced-life
directives.
Greene Giving ($2,000)

to help label storm drains to
encourage residents to protect
water supplies.
HomeOwnership Center
of Greater Dayton
($2,000) to develop and

Homefull, Inc. ($20,000)

purchase a clay slab roller.

Backyard Garden Program and
create a community garden to
encourage residents in Day-

Clothes That Work

Clothes That Work
($32,250) to assist with

supporting local workforce
initiatives by providing professional clothing, education and
coaching services to 2,000
clients annually by 2018.
Culture Works ($15,000)

to help develop a web-based
system for teachers to search
for regional arts education
opportunities that meet state
learning standards.
Culture Works

Greater Dayton Volunteer
Lawyers Project ($2,000)

to help purchase additional
technology to better serve

assist in the Center for Urban
Ministry’s renovations.
UpDayton ($2,000) to

support the Success Organics
project.
Veterans Memorial
Museum Foundation
($1,000) to assist with

building repairs. ❧

placing a 25-year-old sound
system.

donor management software.

Town & Country Fine Art
Gallery ($2,000) to support

United Theological
Seminary ($3,000) to

Dayton Playhouse
($4,000) to assist with re-

Mission of Mary Cooperative ($7,540) to support the

purchase two riding saddles
and tack to accommodate
students with special needs.

Interfaith Hospitality
Network of Greene
County ($3,347) to assist in

Preble County Art Association ($2,430) to help

Dayton Visual Arts Center
($4,000) to help purchase

Therapeutic Riding
Institute ($4,000) to help

an awareness and education
campaign.

Dayton Playhouse

Mission of Mary Cooperative

federal tax incentives of donated conservation easements.

implement a Financial Capabilities coaching program.

purchasing commercial-grade
laundry appliances for use at
the homeless shelter.

to help purchase equipment
and expand the workforce
development program that
provides job-training skills
for the homeless.

Tecumseh Land Trust
($2,000) to help promote

The Salvation Army

The Salvation Army
($6,000) to support a new

after-school reading program
for families.

These grants were made
possible thanks to the following unrestricted or field-ofinterest funds of The Dayton
Foundation.
Lena Cantor Family Fund
Hampden W. and Erma R.
Catterton Fund
Francis Crosthwaite Fund
The Eckstein Community
Fund
Fresh Air Farm Society Trust
Fund
Greater Dayton Jaycee Fund
Fund for the Homeless
Dorothy M. Herbst Fund
James M. Hewitt Child
Welfare Fund
Harry H. and Hilda M.
Imboden Fund
Jean E. Nicholas Fund
The Robert and Jean Penny
Endowment Fund
Ellen Jane Lorenz Porter Fund
John E. and Elizabeth Purdy
Fund
Lenore B. Talbot Thomas
Memorial Fund
Harry A. Toulmin, Jr., and
Virginia B. Toulmin Fund
Woodhull Family Fund
The Signa W. Zimmerman
Memorial Trust Fund
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Grants
in Action

Grants in Action recognizes the results
of notable grant awards, whether large
or small, and the significant impact they
have on strengthening Greater Dayton
and beyond.

Program Builds Stories, One LEGO
at a Time

®

Northridge City Schools students show off their
LEGO StoryStarter creations.

Writing can be a frustrating process, particularly for young students with a disability.
When Janelle Vargo, intervention specialist
for Northridge City Schools, discovered an
interactive LEGO-building tool that inspires
children to write, she knew it would be a hit
with her first and second graders.
Janelle was able to purchase the LEGO
Education StoryStarter materials and software
for her classroom, thanks to a $1,015 grant
from The Northridge Polar Bear Foundation
Fund of The Dayton Foundation. The fund
has received substantial financial support and
guidance from the Northridge Optimist Club.
“Writing is one of the most difficult tasks
for students to learn and master,” she said. “I
cannot count the number of crumpled and

ripped papers created by frustrated erasers I
have had in my years of teaching. Thanks to
the LEGO StoryStarter, no one was frustrated,
because they were having fun!”
The program helps children bring their
stories to life by constructing scenes using
the building bricks and mini-figures, then
capturing the scene in writing. With the
visual story scene in front of them, students
can more closely focus on writing elements,
such as spelling and story structure.
“A LEGO creation is a picture of a student’s
creative thoughts and ideas,” Janelle Vargo
said. “They see the beginning, middle and
end of the stories created in their minds,
enabling them to work harder on those
difficult mechanics.”
The program was a success. One student,
who had previously thrown fits during
writing exercises, asked to work on his
paper during recess. He completed it without complaint, despite leaving the LEGOs
inside. Also, because both general education
students and students who are offered intervention services participated, the program
fostered an inclusive learning environment
for all.
“We are so thankful for the grant from
The Northridge Polar Bear Foundation Fund
for the LEGO StoryStarter, which brings
together our students to collaborate on a
common project,” Janelle Vargo said. “We
couldn’t have done it without this support!”

Boy Scouts enjoy STEM activities on Woodland
Trails’ new STEM outdoor learning deck.

“A LEGO
creation is
a picture of
a student’s
creative
thoughts
and ideas.”
– Janelle Vargo,
intervention
specialist,
Northridge City
Schools

Grant Moves STEM to the Great
Outdoors

As a premier Scouting location in the Midwest, Woodland Trails Scout Reservation
boasts 1,200 acres of forests, fields and
streams, offering summer campers unique
experiences since 1959.
After a recent Boy Scouts of America
STEM initiative was launched, Woodland

Trails created an indoor center to nurture
Scouts’ interests in STEM activities, such as
robotics, engineering, space exploration and
more. An outdoor learning deck also was
designed to give youth the opportunity to
take subjects that typically are taught inside a
classroom, outside.
“The great thing about the outdoor learning deck is that you’re not locked in a room
working on a computer or in a science lab,”
said Eagle Scout David Sangrey, a Woodland
Trails staff member. “You can enjoy all of
the STEM activities that you love without
missing out on the woods and nature all
around you.”
The Dayton Foundation supported the
project with a $50,000 discretionary grant
in 2015, and garnered more support from
Foundation donors through its Partners in
Giving program. Thanks to these donors,
continued on page 8 »

Tips on Charitable Giving

Using Your Fund to Support Causes and Nonprofits Around the Country and the World

T
By Joseph B.
Baldasare,
MS, CFRE, vice
president,
Development

he Dayton Foundation has been serving residents of Greater Dayton for 95
years. Nearly 3,400 charitable funds have
been created to benefit a wide variety of charitable organizations locally, nationally and
internationally.
Yes, nationally and internationally. A
common misconception is that The Dayton
Foundation only serves nonprofits in the
Dayton Region. While the Foundation’s primary focus is causes and organizations that
serve our community, we also assist donors
who wish to support organizations across the
country or who themselves have relocated to
other parts of the country and want to contribute to organizations in their new location.
For example, Mrs. Smith lived and worked
in Dayton but in her later years relocated to
be close to family in Florida. She has become
involved in the local children’s hospital and
wants to make contributions to it from her
fund. Mrs. Smith can request a grant be
awarded from her Dayton Foundation fund
to her charity in Florida, and the grant will
be sent in her name.

Another example might be Mr. and Mrs.
Jones, whose grown children have relocated,
one to New York and the other to Montana.
Both children are active in their communities
and are raising funds for specific nonprofits.
When asked for contributions, Mr. and Mrs.
Jones send grants from their Donor Advised
Fund to the nonprofit organizations in New
York and Montana to support the causes with
which their children are involved.
International grantmaking also is possible as long as the international nonprofit is
recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3), either
through their own classification with the IRS
or from a “parent organization” in the United
States. These organizations have the responsibility of receiving the grant distribution and
then making sure it gets to the international
program overseen by the parent organization.
International grantmaking also can be made
through the use of an international 501(c)(3)
intermediary. Organizations that have a
501(c)(3) status are responsible for making
grants to foreign countries for charitable
purposes, however an additional fee will be

charged by these international intermediaries
to use their services.
It has long been assumed that a fund at
The Dayton Foundation can only be used
for local grantmaking, but that simply is not
true. For those occasions when a grant outside of your geographic area makes sense,
we want you to know that you can use your
charitable fund to make worthwhile grants
in the communities that you care about and
want to support. As long as the recipient
organization is a 501(c)(3) and is in good
standing with the IRS, it is eligible to receive
a grant from your Dayton Foundation fund.
To learn how you can create a Dayton
Foundation fund that suits all of your charitable giving needs in Greater Dayton and
beyond, contact me at (937) 225-9954 or
jbaldasare@daytonfoundation.org. For more
information about how to make a grant from
your fund to international entities, please
contact Diane Timmons, vice president of
Grants and Programs, at (937) 225-9966 or
dtimmons@daytonfoundation.org. ❧

Go “Green!” To start receiving
Good News electronically, sign up
at daytonfoundation.org or call
(937) 222-0410.
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Grants in
Action
continued

the project received an additional $25,000 in
grants.
“Without the support of The Dayton
Foundation, our outdoor learning deck
would not have been possible,” said Jeanne
Lawrie, Development director for the Boy
Scouts of America Miami Valley Council.

“This project helps us connect
STEM with the outdoors, two
very important aspects of
Scouting in the years to come.”
–Jeannie Lawrie, Development director, Boy
Scouts of America-Miami Valley Council

The outdoor learning deck also is bringing
Scouts together. One troop that previously
visited the camp had two groups of boys with
divided interests – half shared a love for the
outdoors, and the other half were drawn to
Scouting by STEM activities. The outdoor
learning deck activities combined the interests of both groups, and the common ground
helped forge bonds of friendship among
the boys.
“As we continue to strive to prepare
youth for their future careers, STEM-based
activities are becoming increasingly important,”
Jeannie Lawrie added. “This project helps us
connect STEM with the outdoors, two very
important aspects of Scouting in the years
to come.” ❧

Find Us on

Join Us for
the Best Party
in Dayton!
This year we will “Celebrate the Dreams of Tomorrow” at The
Dayton Foundation’s 2016 Meeting Celebration on Thursday,
September 22, from 5 to 8 p.m., at the Benjamin & Marian Schuster
Performing Arts Center.
An exciting program will include the latest news from The
Dayton Foundation and performances by Dayton Contemporary
Dance Company, Dayton Gay Men’s Chorus, the Stivers School for
the Arts Jazz Combo and a special theatrical presentation written
just for this event by The Human Race Theatre Company. Live music
and a Wine and Light Supper Social will follow in the Wintergarden.
Celebrate and enjoy the company of Foundation donors,
community leaders and other special friends. It’s also a great opportunity to invite your family and friends for a special evening that’s
both fun and meaningful. We also want to thank our sponsors,
including Platinum-level sponsors Bieser, Greer & Landis, LLP, J.P.
Morgan, KeyBank and PNC for making this event possible.
Watch your mail in August for an invitation and reply card, and
be sure to respond early!

