“Thank you Dayton Foundation for taking
on this emotionally fraught project. You
are doing good, difficult work.”

“Dayton stands behind all of you to support
you in this time of sadness.”
“Dayton is a resilient
community.”
“Having the Foundation 
support our project is like 
having a seal of approval!”

We

“Thank you for your efforts and initiatives
on behalf of our community.”

“We are so thankful for grants like these, 
which help address one of the biggest
unmet needs for children living in poverty.”
“Thank you to The Dayton 
Foundation for celebrating our
mission and movement!”

Are

“Winning these scholarships 
showed me that I can do 
anything I put my mind to.”

“It’s important for me to do what I can
to make the world a better place.”

“We are honored to be a part of
The Dayton Foundation family.”

Here

“The investment we make in the arts today will
pay off in dividends for our community tomorrow.”

For

“We are thankful for the contribution 
of The Dayton Foundation and their 
vision and support.”

“We love you, Dayton!”

“Thank you for setting up this fund so we
can help our neighbors and community.”
“Dayton is my hometown. 
Thanks for your work!”

The Dayton Foundation
2018-19 Report to the Community

You

Through Good and
Trying Times, We
Are Here for You

A Letter from the Chair of
The Dayton Foundation

W

Foundation Board Chair
James R. Pancoast

e are #DaytonStrong.
Like you,
I’ve seen
this hashtag
posted on social media, featured
in mainstream media, displayed
on billboards and printed on
T-shirts. Throughout Greater
Dayton’s history, we have faced
unimaginable events that have
tested our resilience. This year
has been no different. Thanks
to our community’s
perseverance, compassion and generosity, we will continue
to move forward to
a stronger Greater
Dayton.
As the theme of
this year’s Report
to the Community
states, The Dayton
Foundation is here
for you. When tragedy struck Greater
Dayton last summer, first with the
Memorial Day tornadoes followed by
the August 4 mass
shooting in the historic Oregon
District, thousands of individuals and organizations both near
and far reached out to the Foundation with charitable contributions to help the individuals
most affected by these events.
The Dayton Foundation, as your
regional community foundation,
stepped forward as the place to
accept their gifts, to help these
individuals express their grief
and condolences, and to provide
support to the numerous other

organizations working to pull
our community back up and
make it better than before.
On behalf of The Dayton
Foundation’s family of volunteers, staff and donors, we
sincerely wish to thank these
caring individuals and organizations that have banded
together in the face of adversity.
Our community will
emerge stronger
because of you.

Report on
2018-2019
In fiscal year
2019 (July 1,
2018, to June
30, 2019), The
Dayton Foundation and its fund
holders awarded nearly
18,000 grants totaling $51.3
million to support thousands
of not-for-profit organizations
within Greater Dayton and
around the world. Since its
founding in 1921, the Foundation has awarded over $970
million in grants, benefiting a
wide range of interests, including education, the arts, health
and social services, religion, the
environment and more.
Through the generosity of
individuals, $73.3 million in
charitable gifts were received
this past year to new and existing charitable funds. A total of
318 new endowed and nonendowed funds and Charitable
Checking Accounts were created through the Foundation
by individuals, families and
organizations, with each fund
representing the donor’s unique
SM

interests and goals. New and
previously established funds
now total more than 3,800
funds under management at
the Foundation.
This year, The Dayton
Foundation exceeded its highest
recorded assets under management with $639.6 million as of
June 30, 2019.*
With greater frequency, the Foundation is being called
upon to lend its
expertise, share
its community
knowledge and
develop collaborative opportunities to address
the region’s greatest
needs. Included in these
efforts is Learn to Earn Dayton
(L2ED).
A Foundation initiative
since 2012, L2ED’s vision is to
ensure that every young person
in the region is ready to learn
by kindergarten and ready to
earn upon graduation from a
post-secondary education
or training. A few of
L2ED’s action steps
towards this goal
include promoting school
attendance,
encouraging
summer learning and eliminating student
achievement gaps,
among others.
More recently, the Foundation’s Governing Board adopted
Continued on page 6

Ten Years of The Dayton Foundation Grants and Charitable Distributions (all in $ millions) – Total: $439.7 million
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To Enhance Lives Through the Arts...
When college sweethearts Denise and Rip Hale transferred
to Dayton for Rip’s job, they felt an immediate connection
to the area and the people. They were particularly drawn
to its vibrant arts community, an area they have supported
through their volunteerism and Dayton Foundation funds.
As recent honorees of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals’ Outstanding Philanthropist Award, the Hales
have spearheaded many efforts for the local arts community,
including chairing the Dayton Art Institute’s Oktoberfest and
collaborating on Culture Works’ award-winning cookbook to benefit local arts groups.

2019-20 “I Believe!” Partners

This Community Report was
made possible by five Dayton
Foundation donors and families
who are this year’s “I Believe!”
Partners. Their generosity supports Dayton Foundation publications and helps free resources
for the Foundation’s other
community work.
The following individuals
have stepped up as 2019-2020 “I
Believe!” Partners: Mary I. Fisher,
PT, PhD, OCS & Trent P. Fisher,
PE; Robin L. McCall-Fischer &
Dave L. Fischer; Margaret K. &
Michael J. McQuiston; Dottie
Miller; and Anita J. Moore.
We are grateful to these individuals and to all of our donors.

Operating Fund
Contributors

E

ach year thousands
of individuals,
corporations and
financial institutions
contribute to funds
of The Dayton Foundation,
including the Foundation’s
operating fund.
Operating gifts help the
Foundation help others by
undertaking critical leadership
initiatives and collaborative
efforts to benefit our community, maintaining and improving
services for donors and not-

for-profit organizations, and
ensuring the Foundation’s
dedication to improving the
quality of life throughout the
Dayton Region.
We deeply appreciate all
Dayton Foundation donors
and what they do for Greater
Dayton. In this report, we
recognize the following donors
who contributed to the Foundation’s operating fund in this
past fiscal year (July 1, 2018,
to June 30, 2019). For those
donors who wish to remain
anonymous, we respectfully
honored that preference.
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We Are Here For You.

This year has posed many challenges for Greater Dayton. Our
hearts go out to our friends and
neighbors who felt nature’s full
force on Memorial Day and who
are grieving in the wake of the
Oregon District tragedy.
The cover of this report
honors Greater Dayton’s resiliency and the thousands of
people who have stepped forward to uplift our community in
times of need. We are heartened
by the charitable gifts that have
funneled through The Dayton Foundation this
year for the Greater
Dayton Disaster
Relief Fund and
the Dayton
Oregon District
Tragedy Fund,
as well as our
more than 3,800
Foundation funds.
These gifts illustrate
the many ways caring
people around the region
are showing individuals most
impacted by these and other
life-changing events that “We
Are Here for You.” Thanks to
this overwhelming generosity,
we can make Greater Dayton
stronger and help our region
recover, rebuild and come back
better than before.
For more on the outpouring
of support from our community
and Foundation staff, as well as
individuals and organizations
from around the world, visit
www.daytonfoundation.org/
video.html in December for the
Foundation’s year-in-review
video, “We Are Here for You.”

“Whether it’s performing or visual, arts
enhance our lives and give our children
a unique means of expression to explore
new ideas. Giving, whether it’s your money
or time, makes a huge impact on the
community.”
– Denise Hale, Dayton Foundation donor

Individual & Other Gifts
to the Operating Fund

M. Sebaly, Mr. & Mrs. Philip
H. Wagner

Visionary ($5,000 or Above)

Partner ($1,000–$4,999)

Anonymous Donors, Avni
Arora, MD & Rakesh Arora,
Thomas J. Becker, Shelley &
Roy G. Chew, PhD, Mr. & Mrs.
Steven D. Cobb, Mr. & Mrs.
Paul C. Cook, Janice L. Culver,
Roberta A. & J. Norman
Eckstein, Chester E. Finn, Kay
A. George, Glennon Family
Foundation, Richard E. Gump,
Jr., Lisa E. Hanauer & Susan
G. Spiegel, Elizabeth Hardy &
Richard Omlor, Lisa & Todd
Kelchner, Maureen Lynch &
Richard Lapedes, Dr. & Mrs.
David H. Ponitz, Diana P. & Jon

Anonymous Donors, Carol
& Jack H. Adam, Rebecca
H. Appenzeller & Craig J.
Brown, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B.
Baldasare, Mr. & Mrs. John W.
Berry, Allen Byrum, Clara L.
Conner, Marva Cosby, Mr. &
Mrs. Joseph DiCicco, Marjorie
& Harry Flasher, Mr. & Mrs.
George E. Forest, William F.
Gallienne, Mr. & Mrs. Eric
Graham, Mr. & Mrs. Franz J.
Hoge, Ellen & Jeff Ireland, Mr.
& Mrs. John Jahoda, Mr. &
Mrs. Charles A. Jones, Mr. &
Mrs. McKenna S. Jordan, Jr.,

We Are Here for
You... to Make
Our Community
Stronger

strengthen our community
and tap into valuable resources
to address some of Greater
Dayton’s most pressing issues
are highlighted here.

rom the Memorial
Day tornadoes to
the Oregon District
tragedy, 2019 has
been a challenging
year for Greater Dayton.
The Dayton Foundation has
been uniquely positioned to
help unite the community
during such times by
bringing together leadership,
facilitating charitable gifts and
orchestrating solutions.
Examples of The Dayton
Foundation’s efforts to

Helping Our Neighbors
Rebuild
When a series of catastrophic
tornadoes struck the area
in May, Greater Daytonians
and individuals from around
the world quickly mobilized
to help families that were
in the path of destruction.
In response, The Dayton
Foundation created the
Greater Dayton Disaster
Relief Fund (GDDRF) to
give concerned individuals a
trusted place to donate. The

F

Foundation paid all credit
card fees and waived its
administrative fees to ensure
that 100 percent of these gifts
are going to vetted nonprofit
organizations.
In addition, the Foundation awarded a $400,000
discretionary grant to the
GDDRF to assist nonprofit
organizations that are helping
to rebuild the most impacted
areas of Greater Dayton. This
grant represents one of the
largest discretionary grants
awarded from the Foundation
since its founding in 1921.
The Dayton Foundation
also is part of the Miami
Valley Long-Term Recovery
Operations Group, a partner-

ship of more than 10 area
nonprofit organizations formed
to coordinate agencies and
support services to best meet
the continuing needs in the
neighborhoods affected by the
storms. The Foundation’s role in
the group is to advance recovery
work and lead philanthropic
activities, a task it hopes to
Continued on page 5

Laura Mercer

“After the tornadoes hit, The Dayton Foundation convened key
partners to share information and to foster synergy in our regional
efforts. The Foundation’s leadership and its donors’ generous support are pivotal to our work in helping individuals, communities and
businesses recover,” said Laura Mercer, executive director for the
Miami Valley Long-Term Recovery Operations Group. “The storms
devastated some of our most vulnerable populations in low-income
neighborhoods where many residents didn’t have insurance. This
recovery will require a tremendous amount of ongoing resources.
We hope Greater Dayton will support this important work.”

We Are Here for You: Inspiring Future Generations
2019-20 “I Believe!” Partners of The Dayton Foundation
Trent P. Fisher, PE & Mary I. Fisher,
Yellow Springs residents Mary and Trent Fisher knew that someday they wanted to leave a charitable legacy
for future generations. When Trent merged his longtime automation and robotics tooling company with another
PT, PhD, OCS
company in 2017, they came to The Dayton Foundation to make their dreams a reality.
“I always thought leaving a legacy would happen when we were much older,” said Mary Fisher, associate
professor for the University of Dayton and physical therapist for Premier Health. “I dreamed that one day we could
have a lasting impact. With resources and support from The Dayton Foundation, we can.”
They established a Family Foundation Plus fund through the Foundation with some of the proceeds from
the company merger. The fund allows the Fishers to name their children as successor advisors and continue their
charitable legacy through the generations.
“It’s nice because we can see the benefits of our charitable giving during our lifetimes,” said Trent Fisher,
professional engineer and business owner. “Our hope is that our children and future descendants will contribute
to the fund and continue our family’s charitable legacy, making it their own.”
SM

“I dreamed one day we could have a lasting impact. With resources and support
from The Dayton Foundation, we can.” – Yellow Springs resident Mary Fisher
Inspiring the next generation of givers is a priority for the Fishers, who encourage their three children to
pay forward their blessings at Thanksgiving by giving them each $100 to donate to charity. They also have allotted
a portion of their fund’s assets for students at the University of Dayton Davis Center for Portfolio Management to
invest. This Dayton Foundation/UD partnership gives students real-world experience, both in managing assets
and philanthropy, by reducing its management fee and using those dollars for students to direct grants to charity.
“We are hoping it lights a spark in the students to get involved in giving back,” Trent said.
“Philanthropy is not just Bill Gates. It cuts across all backgrounds and ages,” Mary added. “Teaching philanthropy is hard. We want to inspire the next generation.”
To the Fishers, giving means more than just writing a check. Mary helps raise funds for Living with Lymphedema and educates women about breast cancer. Trent volunteers for their church and coaches youth basketball. He also counsels new start-ups at the Dayton Entrepreneurial Center as an executive-in-residence to help
them “avoid some of the pitfalls I ran into when trying to start my business.”
The Fishers want their family to leave a lasting legacy for the community they have called home for more
than 30 years.
“It’s comforting to be in a community that unites during rough times. We are proud to be a part of it,” Mary
said. “Our kids helped clear tornado debris, even though we were spared that evening. Our neighbors and friends
rallied to help those impacted by the Oregon District tragedy, even though they did not know anyone personally.”
“It speaks volumes that complete strangers have reached out to lift others up,” Trent said. “This is what
community means, and we are part of one of the best.” k

To Blaze Trails for Others...
Music was a passion for Henry Garcia, who started playing
the organ at his father’s church in ninth grade. Several years
after completing his degree, he applied to graduate school,
only to be denied admission because he was black. After
four years of making appeals, Henry finally was accepted.
In 1953, he became the first African-American to graduate
from an Ohio music conservatory.
Before his passing in 2001, he established a scholarship
fund through the African-American Community Fund of The
Dayton Foundation to help minority students study music at Wilberforce University.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. King, Mr.
& Mrs. Laurence R. Klaben,
Robert C. Laumann, Mr. &
Mrs. David Miller, Gerald M.
Miller and Carole A. Miller
Family Foundation, Quinn G.
Miller, E. Lee Monnin, Anita J.
Moore, John E. Moore, Sr., Mr.
& Mrs. Robert E. Neumeister,
Susan & Shaun P. Nicholson,
Barbara N. O’Hara, Ohio Ren
School Days, Jayashri & Ratna
K. Palakodeti, MD, Mr. & Mrs.
James R. Pancoast, Laura Barry
Pannier, Amy S. & Michael
M. Parks, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald
Parsons, Catherine A. Ponitz,
Ellen F. Rice, Mr. & Mrs. John
H. Rion, Karen R. & Burnell
R. Roberts, Ann Bronwyn

Rogers & David A. Parlette,
Kathleen P. Rupp, Colleen M.
Ryan, Marcia L. & Donald J.
Schade, Sharon K. & Doug C.
Scholz, Mr. & Mrs. Richard W.
Schwartz, Geoffrey W. Smith,
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Stewart, Mr.
& Mrs. Jerome F. Tatar, Mr. &
Mrs. James M. Vaughn, Nodie
M. Washington, PhD & Willie
J. Washington, PhD, Mr. &
Mrs. James Whalen, Betsy B.
Whitney, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald M.
Woodley, Stephen Wright, Mr.
& Mrs. John York
Friend ($500–$999)

Anonymous Donors, Jeffrey
R. Ashcom (in memory of
Deborah & Richard Ashcom),

Tracy H. & Irvin G. Bieser,
Jr., Richard L. Blessing, Mr.
& Mrs. Alvin Burshtan, Mary
Ellen Byrum, Mr. & Mrs. J.
Andrew Chance, Ann &
Timothy O. Cornell, Mr. & Mrs.
Robert A. Easterling, Kathy &
John Emery, Dr. & Mrs. Kim
Goldenberg, Joanne & Patrick
Hawkins, Mr. & Mrs. Delbert
G. Herbeck, Mr. & Mrs. Gary
L. Hunt, William F. Keck, Mr.
& Mrs. Joseph E. Mahlmeister,
Dr. & Mrs. David Mathews,
Judy D. McCormick, Dottie
Miller, Katherine W. Miller, Mr.
& Mrs. Thomas J. Miske, Paul F.
Nugent, Jr., Joseph C. Oehlers,
Esq., Mr. & Mrs. Richard B.
Pohl, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Richard

“When you go through what I did to get an
education, you don’t want to see it happen
again to another young person. Everyone
has the right to an education. I’m happy to do
what I can to preserve this right.”
– Henry Garcia, Dayton Foundation donor

Siefring, Barbra A. Stonerock &
Bear Monita, William T. Thorn,
Mary T. Tymeson, Andrew
Wallner, Mr. & Mrs. John L.
Watson, Stuart T. Weinberg,
MD, Mr. & Mrs. Kevin R.
Wichman, Mr. & Mrs. Henry
A. Wilson, Deanna & Robert
Zikias
Supporter ($200–$499)

Anonymous Donors,
Funmilayo O. Adegbile, PhD
& Gideon S. Adegbile, MD,
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas Almoney,
Mr. & Mrs. Brian W. Beebe, Mr.
& Mrs. William Breetz, Mr. &
Mrs. Donald Burke, Elizabeth
& James Butts, Mr. & Mrs. Jean
Luc Caillat, Mr. & Mrs. Glen

I. Carr, John W. Eadie, Jack
Eddington, Mr. & Mrs. John
W. Ey, Hon. & Mrs. Patrick
Foley, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M.
Geraghty, Jane W. Geyer, Mr. &
Mrs. Timothy W. Gockel, Mr.
& Mrs. Steven F. Goens, Mr. &
Mrs. David L. Goldenberg, Dr.
& Mrs. Glenn Gollobin, Dr.
& Mrs. Arthur A. Greenfield,
Janet A. & Donald L. Grieshop,
Eugene L. Gross, Mr. & Mrs.
Donald C. Hall, Arthur L.
Harlan, Jeanne S. & Leo J.
Holihan, Mr. & Mrs. Louis G.
Homan, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis
J. Hughes, Amanda Wright
Lane & Donald Lane, Mr. &
Mrs. Thomas J. Laufersweiler,
Continued on next page
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Grantmaking
Highlights

M

ore than
17,600
grants and
program
distributions
totaling $51.3 million were
awarded from Dayton Foundation funds this past fiscal
year (July 1, 2018, to June 30,
2019). In the last decade, the
Foundation has distributed
more than 152,000 grants
totaling $439.7 million – an
impressive sum that shows the
impact The Dayton Foundation and its donors have made
in the region and beyond.

Strengthening
Community Through
Discretionary Grants
The Dayton Foundation’s
discretionary grants to area
nonprofits this past year
supported innovative and
impactful projects that are
changing the landscape of
Greater Dayton. Support for
these projects is made possible
by donors who place little or
no restrictions on the grants
awarded from their funds,

Students Have a Bright
Future, Thanks to
Scholarships
More than 1,400 students
are making their educational
dreams a reality, thanks to
$2.1 million in scholarships
awarded by 197 Dayton
Foundation funds. This
amount includes more than
$856,000 awarded by the
Dayton-Montgomery County
Scholarship Program and
Montgomery County Ohio
College Promise, both funds
of The Dayton Foundation.

Greenlight Grants

We Are Here For You

To better assist Greater
Dayton nonprofits in need of
funding for small projects, The
Dayton Foundation launched
Greenlight Grants in 2016.
This quarterly, competitive
grants program provides quick
grants, ranging from $500 to
$7,500, for special projects,
program expansions, capital
improvements and capacity
building to help nonprofit
organizations make a greater
impact.

Bridges of Hope ($50,000)

Grants totaling $85,000
were awarded to 22 area
nonprofits this past fiscal year.

“For 61 years our broadcast
license belonged to Antioch
College, but the time came
for WYSO and the college
to better pursue our independent missions. In order
to do this, the WYSO team
was tasked with raising $3.5
million to partially reimburse
Antioch College for its longtime support. At a critical
moment in the fundraising
campaign, The Jack W. and
Sally D. Eichelberger Foundation of The Dayton Foundation stepped in with an incredibly generous $500,000
investment and demonstrated a belief in the potential
of an independent WYSO,”
said Luke Dennis, general
manager of WYSO Public
Radio. “In exchange for the
generosity, we have named
our new training center
The Eichelberger Center for
Community Voices. WYSO
Public Radio now belongs
to the community, thanks in
large part to the Eichelberger Foundation.”

homeless shelter renovations.

Kelly M. & Joseph R. Lehman,
Dr. & Mrs. James T. Lehner,
Gary L. LeRoy, MD, Michelle &
Travis Lovely, Dr. & Mrs. John
P. Maguire, Mr. & Mrs. George
G. Malacos, H. Glynn Marsh,
Susan B. McCoy, Mr. & Mrs.
Richard J. Metzgar, Thomas R.
Neeld, Robert S. Neff, Mr. &
Mrs. Peter J. Neroni, Mr. & Mrs.
Robert C. Nevin, Mr. & Mrs.
Jerry Nowak, Mr. & Mrs. Philip
A. Office, Kenneth J. Quinter,
Mr. & Mrs. Jack R. Royer, Jan
Rudd-Goenner, Paula Saunders,
PhD, Peggy Schear, Mr. & Mrs.
Glenn P. Schimpf, Mr. & Mrs. C.
Miles Schmidt, Jr., Mr. & Mrs.

Donor (Under $200)

Anonymous Donors, Rhonda
Baggett & Eric Flasher, Joy &
Fred Bartenstein, Prof. & Ms.
Rubin Battino, Molly Bell, Mr.
& Mrs. Omer Berger, Mr. &

Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Dayton ($40,000)

Dayton Christian Center
($31,750) childcare building

improvements.
Five Rivers Health Centers
($75,000) school-based

allowing the Foundation
to help respond to pressing
community needs and find
proactive, long-term solutions.
Twenty discretionary
grants totaling $1.1 million
from 56 endowment funds
were distributed by The
Dayton Foundation in
FY2019. Organizations
awarded discretionary grants
of more than $5,000 are
highlighted below.
American Veterans Heritage
Center ($25,000) President

Lincoln statue at the Dayton
VA Medical Center.
Aullwood Audubon Center
and Farm ($12,000)

prairie observation tower
reconstruction.

When Carl “C.B.” Kern and his YMCA colleague decided in
1910 to take 28 boys on a camping trip, the excursion laid
the groundwork for Camp Kern. This local camp has helped
youth experience the great outdoors for more than 100 years.
Sadly, C.B. passed away before seeing it become the
beloved camp destination it is today. Former camper Dr.
Stuart Weinberg established an endowment fund through
The Dayton Foundation in 1987 with support from Kern’s
relatives to honor the man whose vision was the setting for
many of his fondest childhood memories.

Gerald L. Schmidt, Dr. & Mrs.
Kent K. Scholl, R. Joseph Self,
Mr. & Mrs. Edward L. Shank,
Mr. & Mrs. Gary P. Smiga,
Christine L. & Christopher
J. Smith, Mr. & Mrs. J. P.
Stahler, Mr. & Mrs. James D.
Stahler, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E.
Suttmiller, Gina L. Timmons,
Dr. & Mrs. Terence P. Torbeck,
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Voorhies,
Jr., Carol S. Warner & Frank J.
Winslow, Mary F. Weis

service facility.

recovery center expansion.
electronic health records
system.

To Help Youth Experience the Great Outdoors…

continued from page 3

Brigid’s Path ($75,000)
Daybreak ($25,000)

“I have always had high hopes
of going to college. You often
hear how hard it is to pay for
college and deal with student
loan debt. My parents have
provided for me my entire life,
but I was so eager to finally
become an independent student and take care of my own
expenses,” said Tyree’ Fletcher, a 2019 Vandalia-Butler
High School graduate. “I am
so thankful for The Pearl A.
Dale and Audrey Parker Scholarship because it gave me the
confidence and aid I needed
to attend college. With this
help I am not only on my way
to becoming a dentist, but I
am also striving to be the best
individual for myself and for
my community.”

Mrs. James D. Black, Dr. &
Mrs. John Bloom, Mr. & Mrs.
Tony Boland, Eva ConleyWilliamson, Dante & Kevin
Connell, Mr. & Mrs. L. William
Crotty, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
Darnell, Regina A. Dixon,
Deborah L. Dulaney, Mr. & Mrs.
Wolfgang H. Ege, David P. Eller,
Louis W. Feldmann III, Ronald
E. Footer, Lois B. Fortson, Mr.
& Mrs. Karl A. Frydryk, Mr.
& Mrs. William L. Gillispie,
Barbara Pflum Gobrail, Dr. &
Mrs. David D. Goldberg, Mr.
& Mrs. Donald F. Harker, Dr.
& Mrs. James P. Havey, Mr. &
Mrs. James R. Haynes, Mr. &
Mrs. Jon G. Hazelton, Mr. &
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Goodwill Easterseals Miami
Valley ($75,000) adult day

health center.
The Foodbank ($33,313)

truck for transporting food.
Friends of The Castle
($25,000) building and

parking lot improvements.
Glen Helen Association
($25,000) new raptor

enclosures and camera
system.

“At a time when many area
programs are closing, the
Dayton Christian Center
(DCC) has been working to
expand our programming for
some time. With the help of
The Dayton Foundation, we
secured funding to increase
our school-age and preschool programs,” said Tasha
Johnson, executive director
of DCC. “This means we are
able to serve 30 percent

Senior Homeowner Assistance
and Repair Program.
The Human Race Theatre
Company ($25,000) Stages

and Stories initiative.
K12 Gallery & TEJAS
($5,600) hot-glass studio.
Preble County Arts
Association ($25,000)

building renovations.
Samaritan Health Center
at St. Vincent de Paul
($37,500) homeless

healthcare clinic.
YWCA Dayton ($75,000)

early childhood learning
center.

more school-age children
and double our capacity of
preschool children in our fivestar, quality-rated program.
We are so thankful to The
Dayton Foundation for this
grant that allows us to serve
more children.”

“I think C.B. Kern would greatly enjoy
sitting down with children and staff who
have attended the camp bearing his name,
hearing about all of the wonderful
experiences that they continue to enjoy.”
– Stuart T. Weinberg, MD, Dayton Foundation
donor

Mrs. J. Stephen Herbert, Carol
Siyahi Hicks, Peggy & Emerson
L. Horner III, Joyce Steenrod
Jenkins, Mr. & Mrs. Byron L.
Kentner, Roy A. Kouts, Helen
S. Lawson, Regis J. Lekan, Mr.
& Mrs. Lloyd G. Lindner, Amy
Lynch & Philip Thomason,
Mr. & Mrs. Norval D. Martin,
LaTonia McCane, Mary &
Kevin McDonald, Kenneth R.
McHenry, Mr. & Mrs. Timothy
B. McHenry, Karen & Dale
Medford, Nancy E. Meeker,
Carol Ann Miller, Mr. & Mrs.
Marvin Olinsky, Mr. & Mrs.
James F. O’Neil, Mr. & Mrs.
William Pangos, Margy C.
Patterson, Mr. & Mrs. Norman

V. Plair, Kay Price, Mr. & Mrs.
Charles J. Roedersheimer, Mrs.
Roger Rollins, Mr. & Mrs. Frank
X. Sagstetter, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry
A. Sedlacek, Mary Marshall
Sidorsky, Mr. & Mrs. Tony
Simmons, Allen C. Skinn, Dr.
& Mrs. G. Richard Smith, Linda
L. Sowers, Mr. & Mrs. S. Larry
Stein, Jane Stone, Diane & Ron
Timmons, Mr. & Mrs. David
D. Tumbas, Nan-c L. Moss
Vann, Jean Vanderbeek, Joan M.
Verlingo, Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A.
Wade, Susanne & Paul Weaver,
Ms. Willhelm & Mr. McKelvy,
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight S. Woessner,
Joseph Zehenny, Mr. & Mrs.
Karl L. Zengel, Mr. & Mrs.
Joseph Zumwald

Stronger

continued from page 3

encourage through donations
to the GDDRF.
While the outpouring of
support has been encouraging
– nearly $2 million raised
for the fund to date – more
resources are needed. Nearly
$700,000 has been distributed
from the fund to nonprofits
assisting tornado victims
with immediate and longterm recovery needs, such as
housing, landlord/tenant issues,
food and other necessities.
Long-term recovery and
rebuilding efforts are estimated
to take up to 10 years and total
hundreds of millions of dollars.
By supporting the GDDRF, the
Greater Dayton community
can help individuals rebuild
their neighborhoods to be even
better and stronger than they
were before.
For more information on
the Greater Dayton Disaster
Relief Fund, including
ways you can donate or
get assistance, visit www.
daytonfoundation.org.

Uniting in Times of
Tragedy
When news broke of a mass
shooting in the Oregon District
on August 4, caring individuals
across the region and around
the world reached out to help
their friends, families and
neighbors who were impacted
by this terrible tragedy. Within

Brother Raymond Fitz, SM, PhD

“We recognize the pain and
grief this tragedy has inflicted
upon the families of those
whose loved ones were taken,
the physically injured and the
community at-large. Our hearts
and prayers are with all of
them,” said Brother Raymond
L. Fitz, SM, PhD, former president of the University of Dayton
and co-chair of the Community
Oversight Committee for the
Dayton Oregon District Tragedy
Fund. “As the volunteer Community Oversight Committee
for this charitable fund, we
performed our due diligence to
act in the best interest of these
individuals while upholding
the intent of the thousands of
donors who generously contributed to the fund for the
benefit of others.”

hours, The Dayton Foundation
established the Dayton Oregon
District Tragedy Fund to accept
charitable donations from
individuals looking to safely
donate to victims.
Fundraising events, such
as Gem City Shine hosted by

Dave Chappelle, and nearly
4,800 individual and corporate
gifts have grown the fund
to more than $3.6 million
in donations and pledges to
date. Thanks to a 15-member
volunteer Community
Oversight Committee and
legal counsel, a Final Protocol
was developed for how the
fund’s assets are distributed to
eligible applicants, including
individuals who were
physically injured and the legal
representatives of the victims
whose lives were taken in the
shooting. To ensure that the full
amount of these charitable gifts
is distributed to the victims,
The Dayton Foundation is
waiving its administrative
fees and paying all credit
card processing fees. The
Foundation’s Governing Board
also approved a $100,000
discretionary grant to the fund
as a show of compassion for
individuals and families
directly affected.
For more information on
the Dayton Oregon District
Tragedy Fund, visit us online at
www.daytonfoundation.org.

Engaging Experienced
Talent to Drive Social
Change
Launched in 2016 by The
Dayton Foundation, the Del
Mar Encore Fellows Initiative
engages adults ages 55 and
older in volunteer leadership
and Fellow roles to tackle
community projects addressing

To Honor Loved Ones…

When Grafton Payne, II, and his wife, Bernice, would drive
by St. Vincent de Paul, Bernice was moved by the individuals
who were huddled up in the cold and trying to get inside.
They made a donation every Christmas to the homeless shelter,
because she felt she had been blessed and should give back.
After Bernice’s passing, Grafton established an endowed
designated fund through The Dayton Foundation to award
grants to St. Vincent de Paul in perpetuity and honor her belief
in helping people who are down and out.

We Are Here For You: Paying Forward Our Blessings

Michael J. & Margaret K. McQuiston

social issues. Supported by
the Del Mar Healthcare Fund
of The Dayton Foundation,
the initiative matches
experienced older adults
with area nonprofits to work
on key issues throughout
Greater Dayton. The Fellows’
more than 13,000 hours of
work over the last three years
have contributed nearly $1
million in value to the region’s
economy and have addressed
issues ranging from literacy
to the use of technology to
improve healthcare access for
low-income, older adults.
With more than 300
combined years of experience
in the community, the Del
Mar Encore Fellows recently
released a report on their
findings. Recommendations
for future efforts include
establishing a permanent
home for the Encore Fellows
program, creating a centralized
volunteer database, assembling
a task force to explore how
to expand opportunities for
the increasing number of
older adults in our region,
and encouraging employers
to explore ways for residents
of all ages to continue
contributing most productively
to the region’s workforce and
economy.
For more information on
the Del Mar Encore Fellows
Initiative, including the
Fellows’ full report, visit
www.daytonfoundation.org/
delmarencore.html.

Mary Tyler

“The Dayton Foundation
again is at the forefront of
connecting resources and
solutions to address some of
our most pressing community
needs. Through the Del Mar
Encore Fellows Initiative, we are
leveraging valuable knowledge,
talents and experiences of
older citizens in our region,”
said Mary Tyler, executive
director for The National
Conference for Community
and Justice of Greater Dayton
(NCCJ). “We were privileged
to have Encore Fellow Dr.
Linda Fischbach work with us.
As a respected leader, Linda
and her extensive nonprofit
experience, intellect, creativity,
knowledge of the community
and personal connections paved
the way for new and exciting
opportunities for NCCJ and
the individuals we serve. Older
adults provide seasoned and
diverse perspectives, which are
beneficial to our local nonprofit
organizations.”

“I was blessed with a person in my life, my
wife, who was a good, decent woman. I am
who I am today because of her. I established
this fund because I love Bernice and want
to remember her.”
– Grafton S. Payne, II, Dayton Foundation donor

2019-20 “I Believe!” Partners of The Dayton Foundation

For as long as Oakwood residents Peggie and Mike McQuiston can remember, paying forward their blessings has
been a part of their lives. From Mike’s early memories of collecting money at St. Albert the Great Catholic School
for underfed overseas families, to Peggie’s childhood recollection of tithing 25 cents of her allowance each week, the
McQuistons credit their faith and family as the foundation for their desire to give back.
When Mike’s career brought them back to the area in 1997, they found no shortage of opportunities to help others.
“Giving back was always a priority, but when I came back to Dayton, I really got involved,” said Mike McQuiston,
a partner for The Connor Group. “Our company does a lot of philanthropic endeavors, which created an awareness
for me and motivated me to do more.”
His volunteer work includes serving on the boards of Dayton Children’s, Montgomery County Ohio College
Promise and Dayton Early College Academy, a K-12 charter school system that prepares students for college. He
believes that “financial contributions are important, but personally participating is even more important.”
The McQuistons focus their giving on helping youth and supporting the arts. Arts is particularly important to

“We’ve always known that we are #DaytonStrong. It makes me proud that I’m a
part of that.” – Oakwood resident Peggie McQuiston
Peggie, who began ballet lessons in kindergarten. She leads a show choir and is a song leader for St. Albert the Great
Catholic Parish. She also volunteers for the Little Exchange and was a scout leader.
“My mother and my faith taught me to share my blessings.” Peggie said. “From being a scout and parish leader, to
leading community development efforts for my hometown of College Hill, Ohio, my mother always gave her time
and resources to help others.”
SM
The McQuistons established a Charitable Checking Account (CCA) through The Dayton Foundation in 2016
to simplify their charitable giving and give them the flexibility to gift appreciated assets.
“Our CCA is convenient. When you want to donate, it helps you make that step because the money’s in there,”
Mike said. “The Dayton Foundation also creates awareness of the needs in the community.”
Community is important to the McQuistons, particularly in times of need.
“When you have adversity, you see what the soul of the community is all about,” Mike said. “The way that we’ve
responded to the events of the last six months, it says a lot about Dayton and who we are.”
“It’s not surprising, though. Dayton always has been a resilient community,” Peggie added. “We’ve always known
that we are #DaytonStrong. It makes me proud that I’m a part of that.” k
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continued from page 2

We Are Here For You

the Institute for Livable &
Equitable Communities, led
by the Miami Valley Regional
Planning Committee, as a new
Foundation initiative. The
Board also approved funding
for the effort with a three-year,
$375,000 discretionary grant.
This collaboration between
The Dayton Foundation
and leading community health
and educational
organizations
is focused on
creating a community where
everyone is valued, regardless of
race, age, income or
abilities.
The Institute’s framework
is based on the World Health
Organization/AARP’s domains
for Livable Communities,
including housing, transportation, employment, education
and social participation. While
the effort is still in its infancy,
we believe it has the potential
to shape a more livable,
sustainable and equitable
Greater Dayton.
Changing the conversation
about older adults by using
their experience and wisdom to
work on ongoing community
issues is the goal of the Del
Mar Encore Fellows Initiative.
Launched by the Foundation in
2016 with grants from Del Mar
Healthcare and its DMH-Fund

of The Dayton Foundation, this
pilot program connects recently
retired adults with community
projects, such as afterschool
programs (Dayton Metro
Library and Learn to Earn Dayton); adult literacy (Brunner
Literacy Center); diversity and
inclusion training (National
Conference for Community
and Justice); and healthcare
access for low-income senior
citizens (St. Mary Development Corporation). In the last
three years, Fellows have
provided more than
13,000 hours of
work and have
contributed
over $1 million in value
to the Dayton
economy.

Let Us Help You,
Too
I can’t imagine a more caring
and giving community to call
home. We have faced a difficult year, but we are standing
strong. Together, we are making
a Greater Dayton. As chair of
The Dayton Foundation, I’m
proud to say that we are here to
help you help others.

James R. Pancoast, Chair
*Audited dollar figures will be
available at daytonfoundation.
org/1819highlights.html starting
December 4, 2019. More extensive
information, including descriptions
of Foundation endowed funds, also
will be available through this web
address.

Grant Guidelines

What Is The Dayton
Foundation?
Community foundations like The
Dayton Foundation are public charities, created by and for the people in
a local area. Our core purpose is to
help you help others in the Dayton
Region and around the world.
Since 1921, people from all walks
of life have established charitable
funds through the Foundation with
a commitment to help today or after
their passing through their estates.
We offer innovative giving vehicles,
SM
from Charitable Checking Accounts
and Donor-Advised Funds to private
foundation alternatives. You, too, can
be a philanthropist if you have even a
modest amount to give and want to
help others.
Donors have turned to the
Foundation for their charitable giving
because we can:

The Dayton Foundation welcomes discretionary and Greenlight Grant requests
from organizations that benefit citizens in
Greater Dayton and that are recognized as
tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code.
The Dayton Foundation’s discretionary grants are intended to truly benefit the
community, with emphasis placed on new
efforts or expansions of existing projects
or initiatives, as well as capital and other
special projects that enable organizations
to expand services. Projects must represent unique and unduplicated efforts that
will affect a substantial number of people.
The Dayton Foundation also offers
Greenlight Grants, which are small, quick
grants awarded to local, nonprofit organizations in need of funding for special
projects, program expansions, capital
improvements or capacity building. For
more information on these and other
grant opportunities, visit www.
daytonfoundation.org/typeofgrnts.html.

simplify the giving process
anywhere in the United States and
internationally;

For additional grant application information,
contact Barbra Stonerock, vice president of
Community Engagement, at (937) 225-9951.

maximize tax benefits;

To Learn More about The
Dayton Foundation

minimize costs;
add flexibility in giving; and
offer added support from a staff
knowledgeable about community
issues and charitable vehicles.
The Dayton Foundation provides
people with a vehicle for collective
community good. We help you help
SM
others.

Visit us at www.daytonfoundation.org.
You also may call (937) 222-0410 or
(877) 222-0410 (toll free). Our receptionist, Regina Dixon, will be happy to
direct your call.
Or check our staff directory at www.
daytonfoundation.org/whohelps.html.

To Carry on Your Legacy…

“Animal rescue and adoption were very
important to Lura. She gave of herself to
so many people during her life. I know
this fund was her wish for continuing
her legacy.”

Lura I. McEvoy enjoyed visiting rehabilitation patients with
her dog, Brewster, and knowing that she was helping others
while spreading her love for dogs. When she realized that her
three-year battle with cancer was coming to an end in 2008,
she and her husband, Jack, contacted The Dayton Foundation
to create a charitable fund that would perpetuate her love of
animals.
Days before Lura passed away, they established the Lura I.
McEvoy Fund to benefit her favorite charities, including the
Greater Dayton Labrador Retriever Rescue and Referral Group.

We Are Here for You: Giving Is a Family Affair				

Dottie Miller

daytonfoundation.org

Message

– Jack McEvoy, Dayton Foundation donor

2019-20 “I Believe!” Partner of The Dayton Foundation

Throughout their 51-year marriage, Kettering resident Dottie Miller and her late husband, Marty, a partner of MillerValentine Group, built a life centered on family, community and causes near and dear to their hearts.
“Marty was raised in a family that was taught to give back, and he inspired me to do the same,” Dottie said. “This
motivated us to champion many causes and organizations throughout Greater Dayton.”
From helping individuals with disabilities, to supporting the University of Dayton, their alma mater, the Millers
have made charitable giving a family affair. Their daughter, Amy, and granddaughter, Kelly, are strong advocates for
helping others, particularly those with special needs, an interest that hits close to home.
“Kelly was diagnosed with a sensory integration dysfunction at age 7 months,” Dottie said. “Her initial diagnoses
projected that she wouldn’t progress past a third-grade level.”
Thanks to early intervention therapy with United Rehabilitation Services, a nonprofit organization that the
Millers became involved with when Miller-Valentine helped construct its facility years earlier, Kelly has thrived
despite her prognosis. She now is majoring in neuroscience at the University of Notre Dame and holds a 3.9 G.P.A.
The family calls her their “miracle child.”
“Kelly is a perfect example of how therapy for individuals with sensory and other disorders can be so beneficial,”
Dottie said. “If babies receive this type of intervention from birth, it makes such a difference in their lives.”

“Dayton is our home. It’s our family…. I feel lucky to be in a place where I can give
to make a difference in the lives of others.” – Kettering resident Dottie Miller
SM

The Millers established a Charitable Checking Account in 1994 because Marty, who believed in The Dayton
Foundation, often said that it made “giving so much simpler.” Their children are the successor advisors, and together
with the grandchildren, they assist Dottie in deciding which organizations to support.
“I watch our family give so much of themselves,” Dottie said. “I feel blessed to be able to support them in their
important work to help others.”
SM
Dottie plans to leave a portion of her estate to a Family Foundation Plus fund. She established the fund through
The Dayton Foundation to award grants to nonprofit organizations she and her husband have supported during
their lifetimes. This is especially meaningful in light of recent events in the region.
“Dayton is our home. It’s our family,” Dottie said. “Marty always wanted to help individuals who needed help. I
feel lucky to be in a place where I can give to make a difference in the lives of others.”k
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Leadership of The
Dayton Foundation

C

entral to the stewardship of The Dayton Foundation and
its charitable activities is a volunteer
Governing Board of up to 15
experienced civic leaders. They
also serve as the Board of Trustees for charitable organizations
within the Foundation, as well
as on one of several standing
Board committees that guide
the Foundation’s programmatic
and philanthropic activities. For
a listing of these committees
and their members, visit www.
daytonfoundation.org/govboard.
html. Additionally, hundreds of
community volunteers serve on
fund grantmaking and scholarship committees.
Governing Board
(As of June 30, 2019)

James R. Pancoast, retired
president and CEO, Premier
Health, chair
Marva Cosby, CPC, SPHR,
president, Cosby Consulting
Group, LLC, vice chair
Cassie B. Barlow, president,
Southwestern Ohio Council
on Higher Education, and
retired 88th Air Base Wing
and Installation Commander,
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Thomas J. Becker, past CEO,
Becker Electric Supply
Craig J. Brown, retired senior
vice president, treasurer and
CFO, The Standard Register
Company
Janice L. Culver, CPA, retired
chief fiduciary officer, KeyBank
NA, Cleveland

J. Norman Eckstein, senior
vice president, Marsh &
McLennan Agency LLC
George E. Forest, retired
Lieutenant Colonel, United
States Air Force, and director of
logistics, Special Operations
Forces Group
William L. Gillispie, retired
deputy city manager, City of
Dayton
Lisa E. Hanauer, retired founder
and president, MED-PASS, Inc.
Maureen A. Lynch, community leader
David T. Miller, president
and CEO, DTM Advisors, and
retired vice president of Finance
and CFO, Dayton Children’s
Anita J. Moore, retired vice
president of Human Resources,
The Berry Company/AT&T
Ratna K. Palakodeti, MD,
FAAFP, retired family physician, First Care Family Medical,
and medical director, First Care
AfterHours
James M. Vaughn, vice
president of Finance, Taylor
Communications, Inc.

James R. Pancoast,
chair

Marva Cosby, vice chair

Cassie B. Barlow

Thomas J. Becker

Craig J. Brown

Janice L. Culver

J. Norman Eckstein

George E. Forest

William L. Gillispie

Lisa E. Hanauer

Maureen A. Lynch

David T. Miller

Anita J. Moore

Ratna K. Palakodeti, MD

James M. Vaughn

Past Board Members
Charles F. Kettering 1921-25
D. Frank Garland 1921-28
William D. Chamberlin 1921-36
Francis J. McCormick 1921-38
Milton Stern 1921-43
John G. Lowe 1925-27
Donald A. Kohr 1927-58
Ezra M. Kuhns 1928-60
Harry B. Canby 1936-56
H. Beckman Ohmer 1939-41
Charles J. Brennan 1942-62
Jack R. Silverman 1945-46
Samuel L. Finn 1946-58
Edward L. Kohnle 1957-73
Milton H. Wagner 1958-71
David L. Rike 1961-78
William Kuntz 1962-73
Robert A. Stein 1972-73
John E. Moore, Sr. 1972-91
Louis S. Goldman 1973-82
Robert S. Oelman 1974-80
Charles W. Danis 1974-84
Frederick C. Smith 1979-89
Anne S. Greene 1980-90
Jesse Philips 1983-92
Richard F. Glennon, Sr. 1984-98
Lloyd E. Lewis, Jr. 1988-94
Burnell R. Roberts 1989-2000
Thomas J. Danis 1990-99
Charles Abramovitz 1990-01
John W. Berry, Sr. 1991-97
Charles S. Brown 1992-01
Douglas L. Hawthorne 1993-02
Robert S. Neff 1993-02
Caryl D. Philips 1993-02
Betsy B. Whitney 1993-02
Clayton L. Mathile 1994-96
Rajesh K. Soin 1994-01
Estus Smith 1994-02
Paula J. MacIlwaine 1994-04
David R. Holmes 1998-01
Thomas G. Breitenbach 1998-10
John N. Taylor, Jr. 1999-03
Judy D. McCormick 1999-08
Franz J. Hoge 2000-09
Fred C. Setzer, Jr. 2001-10
Laura B. Pannier 2002-06
Charles A. Jones 2002-11
Fred E. Weber 2002-11
Helen E. Jones-Kelley 2002-14
Leo E. Knight, Jr. 2003-07
Jamie King 2003-09
Douglas C. Scholz 2003-12
Richard W. Schwartz 2004-10
Gary L. LeRoy 2004-13
Jerome F. Tatar 2004-15
Vicki D. Pegg 2006-11
Ellen S. Ireland 2006-16
Colleen M. Ryan 2009-18
Charles G. Schroeder 2010-16
Rick Omlor 2014-18

Senior Management Team

Michael M. Parks, president
Eleanor J. Comyns, executive
assistant to the president
Stephen D. Darnell, vice
president, Finance
Jeanne S. Holihan, vice
president, Operations
Michelle L. Lovely, vice
president, Development and
Donor Services
Christine L. Smith, vice
president, Marketing and Public
Relations
Barbra A. Stonerock, vice president, Community Engagement
See a complete staff listing at
daytonfoundation.org/staflist.
html

To Help Others…
Dr. Soma Avva, and his wife, Veni, came to the area to establish
his reconstructive/plastic surgery practice. Now retired, he and
his wife live in Harrison Township where they raised a family
and established roots. This led them to be among The Dayton
Foundation’s very early Charitable Checking Account donors
and now endowed fund holders, supporting health issues in the
Dayton Region and around the world.
Soma also has donated his time and resources on overseas
mission trips, performing reconstructive surgery on children
and adults with cleft lips and palates, burns and other deformities.
SM

We Are Here for You: Being True to Their Beliefs

Dave L. Fischer & Robin L.
McCall-Fischer

“You can see the happiness in the children’s
and parents’ eyes when the surgery is done.
They tell you from their heart. My beliefs
and upbringing have brought me to the
understanding that what has been given
to me is due to God’s grace, and it is my
responsibility to give back.”
– Dr. Soma Avva, Dayton Foundation donor

2019-20 “I Believe!” Partners of The Dayton Foundation

Robin McCall-Fischer and Dave Fischer have deep roots in the Dayton Region. Both born in the now-closed
Good Samaritan Hospital, Robin was raised in New Lebanon by her grandparents and mother, and Dave grew up
in Vandalia as the youngest of seven siblings. They both loved to explore the outdoors and learned valuable life
lessons from their beloved families and neighbors. Their paths didn’t cross, however, until the late 1990s. “He was
an employee at a company that my business partner and I represented for their 401k plan,” Robin said. “I finally
agreed to go out with him, and we clicked immediately.”
As they grew in their respective careers, Robin, who provides investment management and estate planning services at one of the largest financial institutions in the country, and Dave, a mechanical engineer who holds nearly a

“The Dayton Foundation puts our community first.” – Fairborn resident Robin
McCall-Fischer
dozen patents for his inventions, have given their time and treasure to support charitable causes close to their hearts.
“We lend our skills to help groups grow responsibly through strategic planning and governance, but we also
aren’t afraid to roll up our sleeves to get a job done,” Robin said.
Dave, who Robin describes as ‘a big kid at heart,’ volunteers for the FIRST LEGO and Robotics competitions
helping children learn how to design and problem solve in a competitive arena. As the current Governance Chair
for the Dayton Horse Show Association, Robin is helping the 152-year-old organization reinvent itself for the next
generation of horse enthusiasts.
Together, their passion for all creatures great and small extends into their home, which they share with several
cats adopted from Advocates 4 Animals, a Greene County rescue and adoption program. “They are a wonderful
resource working to reduce feline abuse, neglect and homelessness,” Dave said.
Besides opening a Charitable Checking AccountSM with The Dayton Foundation for their personal giving,
Robin also serves on the Development Committee and frequently refers her clients to the Foundation.
“The Dayton Foundation puts our community first, particularly with their quick response to the two tragic
events this summer, and has quietly led without fanfare,” Robin said.
As Robin and Dave look toward the next chapter of their lives, they believe that philanthropy will continue to
play a significant role.
“We really want to be remembered for being kind, loyal and giving members of our community, but also creative
and for having a good sense of humor,” Robin said. “Life is short. Work hard, play hard and be true to your beliefs.” k
®

We help you help others. | Page 7

The Dayton Foundation: Your Generosity at Work
In Fiscal Year 2019 (2018-2019) Dayton Foundation
donors invested in their communities:
More than

17,600

Did You Know?

|
|
$51,300,000 44 47 4
4,300
Dayton Foundation donors reside in

grants and program distributions totaling

Ohio counties, states and countries

to over

In Fiscal Year 2019:
$639M total assets held in more
than 3,800 charitable funds
318 new funds and
Charitable Checking Accounts
were established
SM

charities, locally and worldwide

In the last 10 years:
More than 152,000 grants
totaling $439M have been
awarded to benefit charities
$16.4M in scholarships, helping more than 13,100 students
to get an education

Since 1921:
Over 362,000 grants totaling
more than $970M awarded
to benefit charities in Greater
Dayton and beyond

Grant Dollars Distributed in Fiscal Year 2019

$8.6M
in education

$9.2M

$9.9M

in houses of worship

$11.1M

in public and society
benefit

$10.3M

in the arts and culture

in health and
human services

$1.9M

in environment and
animals

CHANGEMAKERS
While working on a
farm, Louise Van Vliet
befriended Eloise and
Willie Root, migrant
workers who were
exceptional people
but illiterate. To honor
them, Louise established
a Dayton Foundation
scholarship fund, as well
as a fund in memory of
her grandmother, whom
she says “made me who I
am today.” Thanks to her
funds, she is empowering
others through education.
“These scholarships
give chances to those who
may not have seen one
for themselves,” Louise
said. “They aren’t for the
rich kids or the straight-A
students. They’re for those
who no one expected to
succeed.”

Oakwood High School
(OHS) students Ryann
Mescher and Claire Parker
witnessed period poverty
first hand during a trip to
the grocery store when
a woman in line couldn’t
afford menstrual hygiene
supplies. This inspired
them to recruit fellow OHS
classmates Dana Clark
and Zoe Waller to create
Femme Aid Collaborative.
The organization established a Charitable CheckSM
ing Account in 2019
to raise funds to help
provide menstrual hygiene
products to local people
in need.
“Period poverty is a
need in our community,”
Ryann said. “Femme Aid
Collaborative is a way we
can help fight the problem
and make a difference.”

Inspired by their deep
Catholic faith, Sheri and
Jon Hoying have spent
the better part of the
last decade helping to
build churches in Haiti.
Through their Dayton
Foundation Charitable
SM
Checking Account, they
have built several churches
and are garnering
support for a new chapel
to be constructed at an
orphanage.
“You can’t outgive
the Lord. No matter how
much you give, you get
back more in return,” Jon
said. “We hope others will
join us in bringing faith
and places of worship to
the people of Haiti.”

When Greater Dayton
was hit with two major
catastrophes earlier this
year, caring individuals
rallied behind the
individuals and families
impacted by these tragic
events. Through The
Dayton Foundation, more
than 8,000 individuals
and organizations
contributed over $5
million to assist victims
of the tornadoes and the
Oregon District tragedy.
This speaks volumes
for the compassion of
Greater Daytonians – and
the world – and for a
community dedicated to
helping its neighbors in
need.
“I love you, Dayton. You
made me,” said one donor.
“Nothing can destroy you
because of your people.”

Maureen Lynch and
Richard Lapedes are avid
believers that arts and
culture are necessary for
a community to thrive.
They believe in using
the arts to educate, gain
new perspectives and
look forward. Through
their Dayton Foundation
funds, they generously
have supported nonprofit
organizations such as the
Dayton Contemporary
Dance Company, a
culturally diverse dance
ensemble that offers worldclass performances and
arts-integrated education.
“Arts are so salient
today as youth become
more detached from the
real world and lose that
tactile intimacy,” Richard
said. “Arts education helps
restore this.”

Dr. Gina Austin-Lewis
believes that dogs truly
are a woman’s best friend.
Her rescue dog, Mi’Che,
gave her support through
her battle with many critical
illnesses. After these experiences, Gina started the
Mi’Che Movement, a fund
she established through
the African-American
Community Fund of
The Dayton Foundation.
Through this fund, she
wants to enhance the
quality of life for abandoned
or neglected dogs by
pairing them with women
who are experiencing
mental health problems,
abuse or other issues.
“I hope to give a better
outlook on life for these
women and animals,”
Gina said.

These changemaker stories were made possible thanks to Anita J. Moore, a 2019-20 “I Believe!” Partner.
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Area Community Foundations Affiliated
with The Dayton Foundation

The Regional Community Foundation

Centerville-Washington Foundation
Community Foundation for Kettering
Community Foundation of Miami Township
Huber Heights Foundation
Vandalia-Butler Foundation

1401 S. Main Street, Suite 100
Dayton, Ohio 45409
Phone (937) 222-0410
Fax (937) 222-0636
Website www.daytonfoundation.org
E-mail info@daytonfoundation.org
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